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scorch, parch, hot @ ep 6T I
QFrTns@ps@Gw epeid 6w aieenev
AN IO TR

scorch (v.)

"to burn superficially or slightly, but so as
to change the color or injure the texture," early
14, perhaps an alteration of scorrenenn "make
dry, parch" (c. 1200), itself a word of obscure
origin, perhaps from Old Norse skorpna "to be
shriveled," whichis cognate with Old English
scrimman "to shrink, dry up." Or perhaps from
Old French escorchier "to strip off the skin,"
from Vulgar Latin excorticare "to flay." from
ex- (see ex-) + Latin cortex (genitive corticis)
"cork;" but OED finds this not likely

parch (v.)

late 14c., "toroastordry" (peas, beans, corn,
etc.), a word of uncertain origin. Klein and
OED rejectderivations from Old North French
perchier (Old French percer) "to pierce" and
Latin persiccare "to dry thoroughly." Century
Dictionary, The Middle English Compendium,
and Barnhart suggest it could be from Middle
English perchen, a variant of perishen "to per-
ish" (see perish). Klein "tentatively" suggests
aback-formation from parchment. A surname
Parchecorn is attested from mid-14c. Mean-
ing "to dry with excessive heat, expose to the
strong action of fire but without burning" is
from mid-15c

hot (adj.)

Old English hat "hot, flaming, opposite of
cold," used of the sun or air, of fire, of objects
made hot; also "fervent, fierce, intense, ex-
cited," from Proto-Germanic *haita-(source
also of Old Saxon and Old Frisian het, Old
Norse heitr, Middle Dutch and Dutch heet,
German heifl "hot," Gothic heito "heat of a
fever"), of uncertain origin, perhaps related
to Lithuanian kaisti "to grow hot;" both could

be from a substratum word. °
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